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Session Abstract:  
This session provides an overview of three types of efforts to better understand exposures to, and health effects associated 
with, commonly used pesticides.  A national acute pesticide poisoning surveillance effort (SENSOR-pesticides) will be 
described along with its utility for characterizing new and emerging pesticide hazards, as well as estimating the magnitude 
and trend of acute pesticide poisoning.  A multi-disciplinary and multi-site research program that longitudinally tracks the 
health of agricultural workers will be described and recent pesticide-related findings will be presented.  The presentation 
will also describe its plans for the future, and the challenges of both this study and of detecting associations between 
pesticide exposures and illness.  A CDC-funded environmental health effects tracking effort in New York City will be 
described, emphasizing sources of hazard, exposure and health outcomes data, their linkage, intended reports and 
anticipated public and scientific benefit.  Each of the presentations will address the strengths and limitations of its 
approach to improving national and local pesticide-related surveillance and etiologic understanding. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
After attending this session, the participant will be able to: 
1. Distinguish and describe examples of surveillance and research efforts to understand the impact of pesticides on 

human health 
2. Identify advantages and limitations inherent in each approach 
3. Describe inadequacies of existing pesticide related data collection efforts, and describe proposals to improve these 

systems. 


